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In an effort to meet the needs of plein air enthusiasts attend-
ing the 3rd Annual Plein Air Convention & Expo, set for 
April 7-11 in Monterey, California, we invited an entirely 

new faculty of speakers and demonstrators, and we added special 
programs on watercolor, pastel, and acrylic painting. We also re-
sponded to suggestions that we do more to celebrate the achieve-
ments of women who compete in festivals, teach workshops, write 
blogs, and produce DVDs. 

Marcia Burtt
One of the presenters who will speak to several of those 

professional and media-specific issues is Marcia Burtt, a major 
plein air painter who works in acrylic, has supported conservation 
causes for more than 25 years, owns her own gallery, and shares 
her techniques in an instructional DVD. 

Although many outdoor painters avoid using water-soluble 
acrylic paints, Burtt finds them ideal for working quickly and 
for colors that can range from subtle grays to assertive primaries. 
While the common complaints about acrylics are that they dry too 
quickly and have a matte finish, Burtt uses those characteristics to 
facilitate her process. 

“I keep the colors in a fishing tackle box that keeps the paints 
wet when it is closed, and I constantly spray a mist of water over 
the paints to keep them moist,” she explains. “I actually like 
the fact that the paints dry quickly on lots of different surfaces 
because that allows me to build up layers of color quickly, change 
the compositional arrangement of shapes or the relative value of 
each color, and vary the paint application from flowing strokes 
that look like transparent watercolor to thick impasto brushwork 
similar to what can be achieved with oils.”

Burtt is a member of the Oak Group, one of the first artist or-
ganizations in the country to support conservation causes by donating 

THE PLEIN AIR CONVENTION & EXPO  

Special Programs on Watercolor, 
Pastel, Acrylic, and Oil Painting

Outstanding artists will share their expertise and professional experiences during programs at the  
Plein Air Convention & Expo. Among those presenters will be cover artist Marcia Burtt, who will talk about her 

acrylic plein air painting, her support for conservation causes, and her gallery in Santa Barbara, California.

Morning Meadow
Marcia Burtt

2007, acrylic, 22 x 28 in. 
Collection Yvonne Pine
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